Conference Report

TDR Stakeholder and JCB Meeting on the Ten Year Vision and Strategy

Geneva, 23-26 October 2006

The WHO/UNICIF/WB special program on
research and training on tropical disecases (TDR)
has organized a meeting in the International
Conference Centre in Geneva on 23-26 October
2006. The objective of the meeting was to discuss
and approve the TDR ten year vision and strategy
document.

The Editor of the Sudanese Journal of Public Health
(SJPH) was nominated by the Federal Ministry of
Health to participate in this meeting. Participants of
the meeting included country representatives
forming the Joint Coordinating Board (JCB).
academic and research institutions, donor agencies
and NGOs in addition to the WHO and other UN
agencics.

The strategy has again emphasized the mission and
mandate of TDR as a leading program in the area of
tropical and infectious disease research. TDR has
contributed tremendous effort to this area across
developing countries through supporting research,
training and institutional capacity building.
However, the ten year vision and strategy for TDR

has also proposed some changes and focus on
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tropical and infectious discases. TDR was scen as
best suited for this stewardship role due to its
connection with the WHO and support from leading
agencies- UNICEF and WB.

As for the empowerment function, the strategy
proposed a transformation from research training to
research empowerment for individuals, institutions
and countries. Research management and
leadership training is to be put on equal grounds
with training in research methodology and
technicalities.

Regarding research focus, the strategy proposed
extending the scope of TDR coverage to other
important tropical diseases beyond the famous ten
discases used to be covered by TDR. The new
scope was viewed to include research on neglected
priorities especially those diseases inflicting a huge
burden on marginalized populations.

During the discussion on the ten year vision and
strategy. some important themes were identified for
more focus during the coming years. These
included:

o TDR was asked to contribute towards building
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operational on a larger scale. A strong
recommendation came out in relation (o
strengthening  individual and institutional
capacity in  social science  research
methodologies, which was viewed as a critical
factor for intervention research.

e TDR was asked to continue and increase its
support for medical journals in developing
countries. This could greatly enhance
publication and dissemination of research,
which could in turn help to incorporate research
results in policy and practice.

The meeting concluded with a discussion of

financial and administrative issues. The business

line approach (BL) will be adopted to fund research
activities supported by TDR. Two BLs were
devoted for the new functions of stewardship and
empowerment. On the administrative side. TDR
was asked to readjust and organize its structure to
better deal with the new functions proposed by the
strategy.

Following closure of discussion, the TDR
management declared that the ten year vision and
strategy will be adopted for action after finalization
and incorporation of inputs of stakeholder and JCB
meeting.

For more information about the meeting and

strategy, please refer to TDR website.
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